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PARTICIPANT INFORMATION STATEMENT
Australasian Differences in Stakeholder Attitudes towards Marine Green Engineering
You are invited to participate in the above research project.
(1) What is this study about?
This project focuses on understanding the differences in the attitudes of stakeholders from the
coastal environment towards marine green engineering. We are aiming to survey the public in 4
Australasian cities. This will enable us to get feedback to be communicated to the council and other
decision makers. The goal of the survey is to understand what people think of green engineering
in harbours. This information will be used to develop better planning and management strategies
for green engineering in harbours around the world. The final aim is to include the community
stakeholders in management of harbour catchment
(2) Who is running the study?
This study is being conducted by the World Harbour Project through Sydney Institute of Marine
Science (SIMS) and includes the University of NSW (UNSW), Sydney University (USYD), Sydney
Institute of Marine Science (SIMS) and Institute of Marine Science (IMAS) and the Auckland
University of Technology, Auckland, New Zealand (AUT). It is supported by Ian Potter, Harding
Miller Foundation, and New South Wales Office of Environment and Heritage.
Sarah Kienker will be doing the study as part of her postgraduate research, which will be titled
“Assessing Australasian stakeholder attitudes towards Marine Green Engineering” at SIMS. This
study will take place under the supervision of Dr. Elisabeth Strain SIMS/UNSW and A/Prof Ross
Coleman, USYD.
(3) What will the study involve for me?
As a harbour resident we are interested in how you value the coastal environment, how you
perceive “green engineering” and man-made structures in the marine environment, within your
harbour. The study will involve you filling out a questionnaire online, as well as participating in an
online workshop exercise. This is optional. By completing either or both the online questionnaire
and workshop exercises, you consent to participating in the study. The questionnaires do not
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collect personal information with which you can be identified. Information that we collect on you
include your age given in broad classes and your suburb of residence: all answers in the
questionnaires will therefore remain anonymous.
(4) How much of my time will the study take?
Filling in the questionnaire in full should take approximately ten minutes of your time.
(5) Who can take part in the study?
We are interested in the views of all harbour residents and would like you to participate. The only
condition of the survey is that you must be over 18 years of age in order to participate in the study.
(6) Do I have to be in the study? Can I withdraw from the study once I've started?
Your participation in the survey is completely voluntary. By completing the survey, you are
participating in the study and as results are anonymous so unidentifiable, submitted survey
responses cannot be withdrawn. However, you are not under any obligation to consent and you
can withdraw at any time by not participating in the survey.
(7) Are there any risks or costs associated with being in the study?
We do not perceive there to be any risks with completing the survey, and there are no costs
associated with taking part in this study. You will only be asked to give approximately 10 minutes
for completing the survey.
(8) Will the study benefit me?
The study seeks to understand how communities value their coastal environments, perceive green
engineering and man-made structures in the harbour; by understanding these perceptions, the
results of the study can better communicate local research projects to the community, and bridge
the gap between science and the general public. This information will be used to develop better
planning and management strategies for green engineering in your harbour and so will benefit you
as a harbour user and resident of the catchment. The final aim is to aid management options
provided to community stakeholders in every harbours’ local area.
We hope this study can facilitate support of science-driven policy that will result in positive effects
for your local area and wider community.
(9) Will anyone else know the results?
As the questionnaire is completely anonymous, individual participants will not be identifiable in
any reports produced. Any collated data might be submitted to a scientific journal for publication.
A report of the overall results might also be made available to the general public, but again, all
results will be anonymous.
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(10) Can I tell other people about the study?

We encourage you to tell other people about the study and let them know how to complete the
survey, and how to contact us if they are interested in participating. We encourage all community
members to get involved as their values are important to us.
(11) What if I would like further information about the study?
When you have read this information, the study’s project officer Sarah Kienker is able to answer
any questions you may have. If you would like to know more, please feel free to contact Sarah.
(Phone: 0455 247 097, Email: whp@sims.org.au)
(12) Will I be told the results of the study?
As the results are completely anonymous, we can only provide you with the overall results once
all information has been collated and analysed. If you would like to receive this feedback on results,
you have a right to receive feedback about the overall results of this study. You can tell us that you
wish to receive feedback by using the above email and requesting results for the World Harbour
Sydney Survey. You will receive this feedback only after the study is finished and results have been
collected.
Alternatively, you can follow the progress of the study by going to The World Harbour twitter page
for updates. You can also find the Publications link through the website for the final project results:
http://www.worldharbourproject.org/publications/
(13) What if I have a complaint or any concerns about the study?
Research involving humans in Australia is reviewed by an independent group of people called a
Human Research Ethics Committee (HREC). The ethical aspects of this study have been approved
by the HREC at the University of NSW [H16175]. As part of this process, we have agreed to carry
out the study according to the National Statement on Ethical Conduct in Human Research (2007).
This statement has been developed to protect people who agree to take part in research studies.
If you are concerned about the way this study is being conducted or you wish to make a complaint
to someone independent from the study, please contact the university using the details outlined
below. Please quote the study title and protocol number.
This information sheet is for you to keep
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